3. Promoting Energy Efficiency

Objective 10.13

'Reduce the County’s dependence on imported fossil fuels and to develop a low
carbon economy by:

...innovative new building design and retrofitting of existing buildings...energy
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4. Facilitating Improvement to Electricity Network

Objective 10.9
a) ...improvements in energy infrastructure and encourage the expansion of infrastructure...

b) ...future alternative renewable energy developments and associated utility infrastructure...

c) collaborate with Eirgrid in accordance with the Grid 25 Strategy to facilitate the delivery of
quality connection, transmission and market services to electricity generators, suppliers and




5. Promoting Energy Security

Objective 10.7

‘To promote and facilitate the achievement of
a secure and efficient energy supply and



6. Supporting and Facilitating Energy Storage

Objective 10.12

support and facilitate the development of secure, appropriately scaled, energy
storage facilities, particularly pumped freshwater hydro storage, at suitable locations

b)
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7. Supporting all Renewable Options — Bioenergy, Waste to Power/CHP,
Hydro-electric

Objective 10.6
‘To support and encourage the development of the bio-energy sector and facilitate its
development for energy production, heat storage and distribution.’

Objective 10.7




8. Facilitating Wind Energy

Objective 10.3

promote and facilitate wind energy production in the County. ..reference to
the County Wind Energy Strategy and the associated SEA and HDA.

appropriate balance between facilitating wind energy development ana




9. Promoting Wave/Tidal Energy

Objective 10.4

"“To promote and facilitate wave and tidal energy production ...seek to undertake a study ...to
investigate ocean/wave energy production in County Clare with a long term objective of
facilitating such development along the County’s coastline”




Offshore marine renewable energy projects are governed by the
Foreshore Acts 1933 to 2009. The Foreshore Acts require that a
lease or licence must be obtained from the relevant Minister prior
to undertaking any works or placing structures or material on, or
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Strategic Environmental Assessment
of Wave, Tidal and Offshore Wind
Development in Irish Waters

Figure 11.4: Assessment Areas - All Resource
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Zones of wave/tidal influence
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10. Prepare a Strategic Integrated Framework Plan for Shannon Estuary
Aims:
- To diversify the economy through the promotion of marine related industrial/business

and employment opportunities, energy, environmentally friendly aquaculture, maritime,
water-related recreation and tourism industries in a sustainable manner

- To properly protect, manage and enhance the natural coastal environment, cultural and
built heritage

Subject to Strategic Environmental Assessment and EU
Habitats Directive Assessment




Assessment Area 5a: Shannon Estuary

Summary of Cumulative Effects (Including Mitigation)

It is likely that any commercial scale tidal development in the Shannon Estuary
is likely to have a significant adverse effect on the Lower Shannon Estuary
SAC and a number of SPA sites that are also associated with the estuary.
There are also likely to be significant adverse effects on shipping and
navigation due to the high intensity of vessels within the estuary. Potential




3. What are the Challenges




Key Challenge: Getting the Balance Right

A development Plan shall set out an overall Strategy for the proper planning
and sustainable development of the area. The Clare County Development
Plan defines Proper Planning & Sustainable Development as follows:

‘achieving the correct balance of economic, social, cultural and
environmental considerations in the interests of the common good and




...balancing the competing consideration in the marine
environment

1.Transportation

2.0ff Shore Gas & Petroleum Resource
3.Fishing Industry and Aquaculture
4.Landscape & Seascape

5. Tourism and Recreation




...addressing the Challenge

1. Reduce potential for ‘conflicts’ between different
government Departments e.g. Economy V’s Environment

2. Need for Marine Spatial Plan

3. Reconcile grid connectivity issue

4. Better integration between onshore and offshore planning

5. Advance reform of Foreshore consent procedure







A County Clare which maximises and
manages the economic, social and
recreational potential of the Atlantic
Coastline and Shannon Estu/ary while

protecting the coastal zorie and |its
resources and adapting to a’nd mang
the challenges of climate chan g
including flooding

and sea- q[l
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Turbine at Moanmore, Kilrush, Co. Clare
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PES0RITES and an 2acelest grid disiribution sebwori. 115 he aim of the Cane County Dewsiopment Fizn 20112017 & the Clare Wisd Energy Sttisgy
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